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Alexyara wore a strapless beige
gown embellished with lace and
pearls, and carried a bouquet of
Sahara and Vendela roses, mini
calla lilies, spray roses, and
stephanotis with crystal centers.
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Though they'd originally planned
to wed outdoors, rain moved
Alexyara and Astley’s ceremony
inside. Their planner worked to
recreate the perfect outdoor
setting indoors in one of the site’s
ballrooms. Pin lighting, candle-
light, and flowers created an
intimate, romantic atmosphere.

Alexyara Marques (now
37) was at a crowded jazz
bar with friends when a stranger—Astley Blair
Jr. (now 48)—offered her his seat. She politely
declined, but he persisted, and soon enough she
sat down and the two talked all evening. Two days
later, Astley called Alexyara and invited her to
lunch, and the two were soon an item. One night
after the couple had been out to dinner with
Astley’s parents, Alexyara was just getting into
bed when she felt something under her pillow—
an engagement ring box. Alexyara is originally
from Brazil and Astley’s from England, so where
to wed? The couple chose to have friends and
family fly in to their adopted home city of
Houston for their nuptials. —KW.
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Large topiaries filled with a
mix of colorful flowers alternated
with tall candelabras.

The couple chose a simple, classic
design for their wedding stationery.

Alexyara and Astley kicked off the
evening with a first dance to Elton
John’s “Your Song,” which Alexyara
dedicated to her new husband.
Later, the groom surprised her with
a dedication of his own—he and his
two brothers serenaded her with
their own rendition of “My Girl.”

SITE The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa
(713) 680-2626
PHOTOGRAPHY Lisa and Michael Carr/Michael

Carr Photography, CarrWeddings.com
VIDEOGRAPHY Richard Mortenson, Mortenson
Productions (713) 467-3133

CONSULTANT Deborah Elias CSEP, CMP,
Elias Events (713) 334-1800

GOWN Raylia

VEIL Casa de Novia Bridal Couture

(713) 523-9090

SHOES Stuart Weitzman

HAIR AND MAKEUP Aimeezing Faces

(713) 662-3406

BRIDESMAID DRESSES Watters & Watters
INVITATIONS Elias Events

FLOWERS Sales coordinator Lee Capetillo,
Darryl Murchison Design (713) 863-0400
RENTAL EQUIPMENT Aztec Party & Tent Rentals
(713) 699-0088

CATERING The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa
MUSIC Ceremony: Fine Arts Trio; reception:
Commercial Art, both booked through Best
Entertainers (713) 773-2378

FAVORS Elias Events

TRANSPORTATION Jordan Limousine Service
(713) 680-3181

ACCOMMODATIONS The Houstonian Hotel,
Club & Spa; St. Regis Hotel, Houston



